
JACS Poster session points 
 
Good: 
 

● The appropriate use of humour to catch/keep the reader's’ attention. 
● Put a good  photo of yourself on the poster to make it easier for people to find you at 

the conference. 
● Use of coloured fonts to highlight key phrases/words (but consider people who are 

colour blind). 
● Sometimes a different shape of poster works, perhaps start off with A0 but cut off 

edges to make an oval/wave etc. -NOT IN SESSION IS THIS SENSIBLE? 
● Section the poster to guide the reader through the poster is a logical way that is 

natural, e.g. numbered sections. 
● Link to work on ArXiV or use QR codes to direct people to other work 
● Don’t have the poster looking too crowded, some white space is good though there is 

disagreement about how much is the right amount. 
● Make sure all text including figure captions, labels etc   are large and easily readable 

from a distance. 
● The figures are pretty much the only thing people will actually look at so make them 

the centre of attention and easy to understand. Annotations tend to work better than 
captions 

Bad: 
 

● Small font size. 
● Make sure the font is easy to read, be careful of the more handwritten fonts. 
● Not having a clear summary/abstract to quickly get what the poster is about. 
● Having the text wrap awkwardly around figures. 
● Figures that are too small will not be looked at. 
● Wherever you can use figures instead of tables. 
● A background that makes the text hard to read or is very distracting without adding 

much. 
● Forgetting to put your affiliations/co-authors on the poster 
● Don’t use fancy word art or shadowing etc, makes it hard to read 
● Make sure the title is easy to spot and read, make sure it is not bunched up into a 

tiny corner. 
● Unless you are at a very specialised conference the title must be accessible to 

people outside your specific field. 
● Don’t have large blocks of text, break it up into small easily digested chunks, it is less 

intimidating to read. 
 
 


